CARDINIA DOG GROUP

DOG PARKS

AN INFORMATION GUIDE TO USING A LEASH FREE PARK
Tips to remember:

Before you leave home –

· Pack two bottles of water – one for your dog and one for you

· Take a bowl to tip the water in
· Make sure your dog has a secure collar and leash that won’t snap easily

· Bring along an extra leash and an extra collar just in case one breaks or is lost
· Treats for your dog

· Poo bags
· Your dogs favourite toy and / or a ball

· Anything that may get your dog’s attention – like the squeaker from an old toy or a whistle
· Your notes on identifying dog behaviour

· If practical, don’t feed your dog before you leave for the park. This will help him keep focus on you if you have treats for him. 

At the park – 

· Don’t let your dog jump out of your car without proper control. This will ensure that he doesn’t run in the opposite direction.

· Get your dog to sit and give him a treat before you release him. This will help you remain in control and will remind him of what you have to offer while he is running around

· Don’t free your dog where there is a group of people and / or dogs nearby.

· Keep moving while your dog is off leash and keep recalling him offering treats and/ or his favourite toy

· Play games with your dog

· Be watchful of the behaviour of other dogs even if they are not near your dog – use your notes on identifying dog behaviour

· If you are worried then take your dog home. Dogs can pick up on our anxious behaviour and may become fearful and aggressive unnecessarily

· If you have a bad experience at a dog park, don’t despair. Change the time, day or even the park you go to.

· You will also need to be patient. It may take your dog sometime to adjust to his new found freedom and he will need to familiarize himself with this wonderful new place with its exciting smells and sights

· Read signs erected regarding your responsibilities

· Most of all, remember to have fun!!
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