CARDINIA DOG GROUP

DOG PARKS

A BRIEF INFORMATION GUIDE TO IDENTIFYING DOG BEHAVIOUR
A happy dog…
· Runs and chases other dogs 

· May bark as in invitation to play or to get the attention of other dogs

· Will drop into a play bow (head and front legs down; backside up) to invite other dogs to play

· May even growl with joy
· May completely ignore his owner’s cries to ‘come’ if there is something more interesting happening

A dominant / aggressive dog may …

· Will stand over the shoulders or back of another dog

· Will stand erect; ears up and may have its tail wagging 
· Will not run and play, but will watch other dogs or follow them around

· May snap or growl at other dogs that get too close to its owner or toys

If a dominant dog approaches your dog and your dog rolls onto its back in submission he or she is telling the other dog that it is not a threat and is not going to challenge the other dog. If your dog copies the behaviour of the dominant dog, don’t interfere until it is safe to call your dog back and put it on the leash. 
In both cases, if you start yelling or behave aggressively your dog will sense there is something wrong and may initiate an attack. 
It is best to remain calm, move slowly and speak in a low voice. Quick movements and high pitched voices will increase the level of tension.
Dogs that are dominant or aggressive have not been socialized fully as a young pup and are behaving to protect themselves or what they perceive to be their territory, whether it is the park or their owner. 

When you take your dog to one of Cardinia’s Leash Free Parks you may notice that your dog runs wildly around, pants excessively and ignores all those precious hours of training you have done together. Don’t be alarmed, your dog is having a good time!! Join him!!
